[The history of the decree on the Department of ambulatory care and community medicine].
In 1957 the Grand Council of Vaud adopted a decree aiming to clarify the administrative situation of the Department of ambulatory care and community medicine created in 1887 under the name of central dispensary. The new decree confirms the special status of the Department of ambulatory care and community medicine, which becomes a public-law institution. This article reviews the context and the stakes of this legal evolution.